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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

-------- RIE IR S
IN RE: POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS :
3
18 USC 2511 and :
18 USC 2512 : -
H
R TN B

United States District-Courthoﬁse
3rd & Constitution Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Januvary 30, 1974

The testimony of HARRY R. HALDEMAN was taken in the

presence of a full quorum of the Grand Jury.

BEFORE:

RICBARD BEN-VENISTE, ESQ. :
Assistant Special Prosecutor
‘United States Department of Justice

JILL VOLNER ,
Assistant Special Prosecutor = -
United States Department of Justice

- GERALD GOLDMAN, ESQ.
Assistant Special Prosecutor
United States Department of Justice -

GEORGE T. FRAMPTON, JR,, ESQ.
Assistant Special Prosecutor
United States Department of Justice
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1 A I understand;

2 Q Do you’understand that while the Grand Jury rules do
3| not permit youkﬁo have an attorney present in this room, you

4| may be excused to'consult'with an.attorney outside of this

5| room at any time upon request to the Foreman of the Grand Jury.
6 . A I gnderstand.
7l "Q' Fbr’the record, you are}repreéented today by counsel
gl in the presence of Mr. Wilson and Mr. Strickler who are

o|| outside, is that correct?

10 A That is correct.

il Q So that anything you do say should be said freely

121 and voluntarily. Do you understand that?

13 A Yes.
14 Q  And you understand further , as in the past, the
15| fact that you have been advised that you are a potential
16| target of this Grand Jury's investiqation which means that
171 You may wéll be considered as a defe;dant for purposes of
13| indictment by this Grand Jury. |
19 A I understand.
20l Q Noﬁ understanding all of those facts and rights which
21 'you possess, are you prepared to testify this morning?
22 A I am.
23 Q Mr. Haldeman, may I direct your attention to the
24 21lst day of Mﬁrch, 1973 and ask whether you recall meeting on
25 that day with the President and John Dean who was at that time
KAREN S. SCHEINBERG
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1{| counsel to the Presidené?{"“

ol - A Yes, I do. | _
3 - :Q ; And you recall enterinq a mocting which vas then 1n 
B ( .  ~4 progréas? | | |
| "~ 5 : A‘A That's cor:ect, yes.

6 f.j{Q Now following that meeting did there come a time

|| when you had a comvarsation with John Mitchell uho vas then 1n
New York City on ghe telephone? |

A Yes, I am sure there'did. Let's see ~- March zidg?f

1 Q ~Can you give us the best of your recollection of thev"
12 time of the telephone conversation and the substance of 1t?

;15 - A I don't have -- I should qualify my previoug angwer;»

Py
v

14 I am sure that there was a telephone conversation because one |

15 of the results or one of the outcomes of the March 2lst meet-

16 ing with Mr. Dean and the President was a request by the

7 President that Mr. Dean, Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Mitchell and I

18 | meet that day or the following day to discuss some of thése

10 questions and then to report back to the President.
I f@el sure that I called Mr. Mitchell to request hii
coming down for such a meeting.
Q What do you recall of the conversation between\your-
self and Mr. Mitchell?
A That's about all I recall. I am really assuming

that there was such a call. i think I called him. It is

(301) 340- 2119
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poceible thet someone else celled him. My generel recollection

recall alluding to the subject matter in your telephone

now would be that I ‘had celled him and said thet the Preeident
wented us to meet end asked him to come down. |

e  1s it not the case that you discussed with more i
particularity t he problm about which the President eugqeeted
you. meet in your converletion with Mr, Mitohell? '

A Not thet I recall, no.

Q Ie it your testimony that you do not reoeu seyinq
to Mr. Hitchell in substance that the Preeident requostad that |
you meet as to how to deal with Mr, Hunt's demand for eubsten-_-
tial cash peymenta? | -

A Yes. I have’ ro recollection of that 'being diacuesed‘._

| Q It is your testimony that -- is it your testimony
. that in the telephone conversation with Mr. Hitehell you dia
not allude in any way to the subject matter about which you
would be meeting the !ollowing day?

A My recollection is thet the suhjeot matter ebout
wvhich we would be meeting was the geperel subject of how to
deal with the overeli -~ what has now become called the
Watergate eittetion, as it stood at that time.

"I don't recall the paint that .yonxaised_n_hding_-_;_-,
the specific subject for the meeting. v
Q I'm sorry but your answer is not responsive to my

question, most respectfully. I asked whether you did not

FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105914 Page 4
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conversation}with Mr. Mitchell.

A I don't recall alluding to the ‘subject matter. Qy
recollection would be that 1£ I discussed thc subject matﬁer
it yould be in the context that 1 have just described. The 3
purpdse of the meeting was, as;I‘tecall it, to rbviqw the
Waterqate nituation., ‘ | | “

| Q Is it not a !act, Mr. Haldaman. that in your tale-
phone conversation with Mr. Mitchell you stated to him in
substance, or you aaked him in subatance, whether he was goinq
to take care of Mr. Kunt's problem?

A N 4 don't recall any such discussion, no.

Q ﬁhen you say you 4o not recall any such discnis;on,
that would be»sdneﬁhinq you would iecall,.would it not, if you
had such a dlacussioh? o |
| A ‘I w ould think so but I don't see that as having beer|
thﬁ major point of discussion either at the time of the phone
call to set up the meeting or at the meeting which took place
-on the 22nd.

Q You're falking now again abou£ Mr. Hunt's specific
request, is that correct?

" A Yes. |

Q When were you first advised that Hunt was making
such a request or demand?

A To the best of my recollection, the first I knew of

that was when it was raised in the March 21st meeting when it

~ FOIA #_5‘3707&58708_(UBTVsﬂl_ss’-svo) Dbéld:701_05;914 Page5 . ‘
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vas reported to the President in my presence. V

It :la my belief that ‘it had been discuued prior t-.o
ny coming 1n to that meeting and then vas rezaised as a point
of intomation when I came in. 5'1 : | ‘ |

o Q Did you not hava a conversation w.tth John zhrlichman
pr:l.or to the neeting about which you are makinq referenco con-
cerninq Mr. mmt's moct recent demand for funds?

A I have a ganetal recollection of a very brief dis-
cussion of that topic with Mr. Ehrlichman. I don_'t‘ think it
was 5.i£oré the meeting with Mr. Dean and the President thaﬁ-

‘I am not sure when that - I think it was dkkéuésed
or ral sed i n the course of the conversation, !;ut my recollec
tion now is the first I heard of that was in the mtingin
the President's office.

Q You say you recall soms conversation with i(r.
Ehrlichman and you think it was after Mr. Dean ratsed it in
your presence with the President or discussed it with the
President in your presence. | ’

I ask you whether, more specifically, you 4id not
have a converéation on the 20th of March, the day befcre the
meeting between Mr. Dean and the President to which you have
alluded, with Mr. Ehrlichman at which time the discussion
about Mr. Hunt's most recent demand was discussed. |

A That is not my recollection at this time, It is

FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105914 Page 6 . -
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?

,feeling now 13 tho fisst I hoard of that was 1n the uarch
'2lst morning meeting 1n tho Prosident's offioo. I can't dis-;

_count the possibility of the other.

Mr. Ehrliohman on tho ZOth about Mr. uunt? |

might put it in a bettet chronological frame.

FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105914 Page 7

awfully hard to put these things into timc position. 3ﬁy'f:f

L

I anm tryinq to give you my best recollection.

‘Q You think you may woll have had a discussion with

A I don't recall any such. That's really all 1 can
aoy. h 8 havo no recollection of such a di-cussion precooding
the other.'

. § have a rocolleotion of that point ooming up in |
conversation with Mr, Bhrlichman at some time. uy feeling 13
that that vas after the 2lst. |

Q Woll, what do you recall about the substance of 1t

coming np with Mr. Ehrlichman which would bo snmething'whioh

A This account is only a very qeneral recollection.

Let's see if I can reconstruct this. What I would recall in
a general sense}is that there was some retereqce to tho fact
or to the roport that Hunt had made some kind of a threat that
he was going to reveal the seemy things he had done for
Ehrlichman, or something to that effect, and that was discusseq
as a point of information. | |

Mr. Ehrlichman expressed the view that that was a

matter of no concern to him because there was nothing, as far

BT 34
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1n that rcspect

your conversation?

it was conditioned on a circumstance not being met; that is

as he was concerned, that 1!11: that kind of a descri.ption that
he would hava any concern al;out Mr. Hunt revaalinq.
. In other words, his v:lew was -- and thi.s 13 the " :
genaral senae - I'm not trying toput vordn into it becauso |

I can't: — 11: was that: thc:c was no basis for a nunt threat

Q That's what ur. sﬁ/::l:lchman told you at the tima of
A That's my recclloction. anm '

Q’ A part of. the threat, 4ian‘t Mr. Ehrltéhman tall
you that Hr. Hunt vasask.‘lng for a lot of monay and that the
threat to reveal these thing- about Mr, Ehrlichman and others _
vas oontiﬁgent on his demand not being met? |

A It :l.sv hot my i:ecollection that Mr. Ehrlichman told
ne thai:. It is ny recollec!:ion that I had heard that, the
substance of the threat, prior to the convetntion or the
raising of this point in conversation with shrlicluun‘.

Q  Well, if we break that down thers should be so:iethingf
which should trigger your raecollection as to whether you heard
about a threat from Mr. Ehrlichman for the firat time or you
heard it from Mr. Dean, and when you discussed it 1l):l.th Mr.
Ehrlichman, whether Mr. Ehrlichman told you that the threat

wvas a flat or unconditional threat to reveal things, or whether

the payment of money to Mr. Hunt.
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A

Okay. As I thought I had said, my bellef is that

I was told or that I heard of the threat in tha tem that:

Mr. Hunt had nid he had to receive -z I think it vas a hnndred- |

and twenty thouund donm. or something 1like that -— or he |

would reveal the semy thingl that he had done for Bhrli.chman.

That sort of phrueoloqy is haw I recall i.t.

In other word., it was a threat that he had to be ‘

qiven this amount of money or he would ao the other thing.

But my recollection is that where I heard that was from thn |

Dean and in the Pr'esidehf.' s ro'ffii_ce, not from John Ehrlichman.

Q

A

Q

That wasn't the only thing that Mr. Dean had indica-

'ted that Mr. Hunt would talk about, is it?

That's the only thing Ir recall.

Isn't it a fact that the Hunt threat was in the con-

text not only of telling these seamy things about Ehrudhman,

but that he would teli what he knew about Watergate, it's

break-in and its aftermath.

» O P

Q

No, that's not how I remember it at all.
It's not?
No, sir.

Your recollection of being so advised by Mr. Dean

was that Hunt would only tell about Ehrlichman?

A

There may have been another name. It may have been

Ehrlichman and scmeone, but my recollection very specifically

in that regard is that the threat related to what was described

@

L.
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‘thet he olaimed he had done for Ehrlichman

'egain would be that it was in that context.

viding to the United States Attorney's Office, and specifically

FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105914 Page 10

as the seamy thinqs he had done ﬁfor Ehrlichman. It may have

been for Ehrlichman end someone else, but it was not, u I
would reconutmct 1t now -- my impression is not that 1t wee

a threat to- disclose enyth:l.nq other than the apparent projects

'Q Wasn't the fear expressed that in terms of Hnnt
"blowing"? | |

a It may have been, and if it was, my reeollection _.

Q Now what was Mr. Mtchell's reeponee to you on the
telephone, to your invitation?

A Again, it would have to be basically :peculation. b §
think that I transmitted to him the request to attend the
meeting, and h e said that he would be down the first thing in
the morning and a meeting was therefore set up.

Q  And later on is it not a fact that Mr. Mitchell's
travel plans were confirmed and you were apprised of his time
of arxrival? |

A That's probably true, yes.

Q Do you recall that?

A No, I don't now but I imagine that would be the case.
I don't know whether it was later on or he confirmed it at the
time. I'm not sure of that.

Q Now Mr. Haldeman, you recall -- do you recall pro-

v
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to ﬁr. 8ilbert, ?opies of the variousyteiéphone logs otmyénréf

A Yes. j e
V'Qk ) Where are the originals of those logs?
| A 1 don t know.' ‘I'm not sure. We may have turned
ovér the oriqinals.ﬂ They may be in my attorneys' possesnion.
They may still be in the White House files.
_Q Would you 1ike to confer with counsel with respect
to the answer to that question?

A Fine,

" (Whereupon, theiwitness'iéfﬁ
the Grand Jury room to confex-
with counsel.)

(Whereupon, the witness re-
entered the Grand Jury room.)
BY MR. BEN-VENISTE:

Q Mr. Haldeman, have you had the opportunity to consult
with counsel?

A I have.

Q Aré you able to answer the question with respect to
your logs?

A It is my counsel's belief that they were provided
with several Xerox copies of those logs, but they 4o not have, |
and did not have the originals at any time.

On the basis of that, I can only assume, and this
would be my best belief, that the originals are still in the

White House files. Prior to my leaving the White House, and

FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105914 Page 11 - '
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for the purpose of turning over copies to the U. 8. Attorncy sl
o!ﬂoa, copi.es were made of those logs. A Xerox copy was hald
in my attorney s ﬁ.l. a.nd cop:les were tumed over to the U. s.

s
’

Attornay' ] otﬁce.

st . Lo

Q 8o that you requesf.ed that the White !lonse Xerox
various ot your documentl vhich were in the president.tal filemv
A There was a specific request £or thm logs apparant-- ‘,
ly, and the oop:lel were made nnd they were turned over. .-'.lfh_gt
is my tmderstandinq. | _ | ) )
Q  Were you provided a copy of whatever v;a turned over
to the U.'s;,Atéorney!n Office? |
A Yes. My iecollection is that these ﬁem not in the} '
White House files .a'ﬁ the time. They were held by my secretary
in my office. |
MR. BEN~VENISTE: May we mark this as Bxhibit HRH-1
of thié date?
(Whereupon, Grand Jury Exhibit

ERH-1 was marked for identi-
fication.)

BY MR. BEN-VENISTE:
Q I'1l show this to you, Mr. Haldeman, and ask if this '
does i:ot appear to be one of the logs turned over to you «-
- turned over by you to the U. 8. Attorney's Office.
A It appears to be, ves.
Q Now if you will notice, this is a telephone memoran-

dum log dated March 21, 1973, Wednesday, H. R. Haldeman, and
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1t‘5§gins_at 2:50 p.m.

A Riqht.fa; _
Q - WwWith the fi:lt entry
a " Right. |
“‘ § - Do you know where the first page of that log 1y as
I will advise you that 1t has never been turned over to the

Govarnment.

A Is‘this identified as the second éagé? ‘Yes, it is -4

page 2. ﬁo; i have'ho ideaQ

Q Have you ever seen page 1?‘ '

A I'haie not made any attempt to review these logs io_
I probabiy haven't. As I have indicated in earlier appearancesg
this log was not kept by me. It wasAkept by my secretary, I
am not familiar. I didn't even know it existed, as a matter
of fact, until the request wis made and we got it,

Q Have you ever seeﬁ page 1?

A Not ﬁhatrI recall. I have no reason to beslieve that
I have. lLet me volunteer that if there is a page 1, and I
would like to ask that we ask my attorneys, apd we can do it
right now if you ﬁant to, to check, they do héva -- Mr, Strick]}
said they have a copy in their file. They can search that and
see if there i s a page 1 for that date which is quite possibld
that it is just left out.

THE FOREMAN: Would you please do s0?

THE WITNESS: S8ure.

’

FOIA # 587\0‘7‘: & 58708 (U RT§ 1.~1"5L3}§p) Docld: 70105914 Page 13 . AP




BY MR. BEN-VENISTE:

] f,— | . (Whereupon, the witness left
: B L o the Grand Jury room to confer
L. 2 " o o with counsel, )

3 SRR RIS 2 ,_',(Whereupon, the witness ‘ve-
TR entered the Grand Jury room.)

A l_!0‘ Mr, Haldeman, have you checked the copy that you havg
or that your attorneys have of the March 21 telephone loqs?
' 8 I have not. 1 ‘have talked with Mr. strickler and

he is‘cﬁlling'hin office. It is8 in the tile in his ottice and

he is calling to have it checked right now. As soon as he -

- 10
has. an answer he will notify the Marshal.

11

12 .
holding of this document?

13 )
A No.

14

15 e
House?
16
17

18 and the date and appointment files.

19

Q Do you have any knowledge as to any deliherate with—

Q  Either by your attorneys or by anyone at the White

A No, I don't."” It was our intent and thought that

we had turned over the complete file, both the telephone logs

Q Now with respect to the tape recording of the con-

versation about which you have testified between the President

211 and Mr. Dean, and then later yourself, on the 2lst of March,

portion of the tape?

% 8 B
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1973, did you ever make a duplicate of this tape or of any

A No. My answer is no, but I want to be sure I

FOIA # 58707 & 58708 (URTS 16380) Docld: 70105914 Page 14 -




